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By MELKORKA LICEA

Six years ago, Ambakisye Osay-
aba made his big move — he quit
his part-time city job cleaning
Central Park and began playing
chess full-time.

Now he earns up to $400 a day,
taking on all comers from a 2-by-
2-foot fold-out table, chairs and
chessboard he rolls in a metal
shopping granny cart every morn-
ing to the southwest strip of
Union Square Park.

“It’s the best living I've ever
made,” said Osayaba, 59, known by
the initials T.C., which stands for
“teaches chess.”

Osayaba may be the top earner
of the dozen players in the park,
who have migrated there from
‘Washington Square Park over the
last few years because they real-
ized Union Square gets more
tourist traffic.

“There’s a reason why he’s
called the Bobby Fischer of Union
Square,” said one of his regular
opponents, Mayer Lasry, 20.

Osayaba charges $3 for a no-wa-
ger game. If you want to bet, the
winner gets $5. He offers 30-min-
ute lessons for $20. He plays at the
park year-round, rain or shine.

“People walk by all the time
wanting to learn,” said Osayaba. “I
tell them, ‘Take a seat’ and before
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they know it, they’re
coming back every day.”

Victor Raso, 28, has
been taking lessons
from Osayaba five days a
week for two years.

“When I first came out
I knew the rules but
nothing about strategy,”
said Raso, a facilities co-
ordinator at the clothing
store Express who spends his
lunch hour in the park. “I stuck
with T.C. because he taught me
rather than hustled me.”

The only way to get an appoint-
ment with T.C. is to show up at his
table. “I threw my phone off the
Brooklyn Bridge,” Osayaba said.
“You need to give the game your
full attention.”

Recently, while playing this re-
porter (a chess novice), Osayaba
dragged his plastic, dog-chewed
pieces across the rubber board
swiftly, never taking more than a
few seconds to make a move. He
tapped his fingers while waiting
for his opponent’s play.

‘When it was his turn,
he nestled his queen
next to a king trapped
behind his own pawns.

“You  should  have
opened up those
pawns,” he said. Osay-
aba uses his queen and
rooks to corner his op-
ponents in 10-minute
blitz games. “When he
brings his queen out, youre in
trouble,” an onlooker said.

Osayaba claims he once won
$600 from a worker at nearby Best
Buy. “He came over here like
some kind of hotshot, throwing
money around,” Osayaba aid. “But
Iknew he was a fish. He was fresh
out of water.”

Over three 20-minute games,
the Best Buy chess novice chal-
lenged Osayaba to a $100 match,
then $300, until finally upping the
ante to $600.

“I beat the beak off him. I was
hitting him with moves I teach my
beginners — like the Queen’s
Gambit,” he said.
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His highest-profile opponent
was Japanese grandmaster Hikaru
Nakamura’s girlfriend, Maria De
Rosa, who is also a highly ranked
champion in Italy.

“Nakamura was acting like a
jerk, so I asked her to play in-
stead,” Osayaba said. They played
informally at the World Chess
Championships last year at South
Street Seaport. Osayaba won the
game with the help of the late Wil-
liam Lombardy, who would tell
him the best moves to make. “So
technically, Lombardy beat her,”
Osayaba admitted.

Lombardy trained Fischer from
the time he was 11 years old
through his historic 1972 victory
over Boris Spassky.

Lombardy, who died Oct. 13, also
taught Osayaba.

“He used to hang out here with
us all the time,” he said. “In the
summer he’d even sleep out here
with us when we’d play all night.”

Osayaba was 10 years old in1968
when he got a chess set for Christ-
mas. “It was a cheap, a plastic set,
but I loved it,” said Osayaba, who
grew up poor with 17 siblings in a
tiny Harlem apartment. He would
spend hours after school every
day studying strategy with a local
librarian. “T was infatuated with
being the best,” he said. “And I
never stopped.”

No Moore?
Don merrier

Goodbye and good riddance,
President Trump tweeted Satur-
day of “sloppy” Michael Moore’s
Broadway play.

“While not at all presidential T
must point out that the Sloppy
Michael Moore Show on Broad-
way was a TOTAL BOMB and was
forced to close. Sad!”

Actually, Moore’s play, “The
Terms of My Surrender,” had
always been billed as a limited en-
gagement.

And while its box office wasn’t
gangbusters, it closed last Sunday
after completing its scheduled

run.

But the play has been lampoon-
ing Trump throughout its 100-
show run at the Belasco Theatre
and the president apparently
didn’t want to miss an opportu-
nity for a parting shot.

The tweet was not the first time
Trump has played Broadway
critic, Playbill pointed out later
Saturday.

In November — just 11 days after
his election — Trump called
“Hamilton” “highly overrated”
after then-Vice President-Elect
Mike Pence attended the Tony- and
Pulitzer-winning show, and the
cast addressed him directly during
the curtain call. Laura Italiano

US as divided
as in "60s: poll

A shocking 70 percent of Ameri-
cans believe the country is divided
as badly today as it was during the
Vietnam War era of protests, a
new poll revealed Saturday.

The Washington Post/Univer-
sity of Maryland survey also
found nearly six in 10 people be-
lieve President Trump is making
US politics more dysfunctional.

Despite its bad reviews, the ex-
ecutive branch still managed to do
better than Congress. Some 80
percent of those polled had little
use for the House and Senate.

Only 12 percent believe senators
and representatives base their
votes on “core values,” while 87
percent think they “do whatever is
needed to win reelection.”

Michael Hechtman

0’s call to jury duty
Former President Barack Obama
will soon get a temporary govern-
ment job that pays a lot less than
what he earned in Washington.

He’s been called to jury duty in
Chicago, which pays $25 for the
first day and $50 for each addi-
tional day of service.

Although Obama owns homes in
both Washington and Chicago,
he’s registered to vote in the
Windy City. Michael Hechtman
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